Teachi ng and learni ng
approaches

Resource Pack for
BSL Tutors




How to navigate this
Fesource Po\ck

FINGERSPELLING, NUMBERS AND QUESTIONS
These will be introduced 'olfiefly in the first session and incorpolro\ted into all topics.

TEN UNITS IN SIX WEEKS, HOW?
Tl«rougl«out the course, support the families to choose six units most relevant to their o{a\g-
to-oiotg family lives.

SESSION PLANS AND RESOURCE HANDOQUTS
These provides guides to learning and teaching BSL for families of deaf children that are
new to sign language. Please feel free to a\o{lfeleVo\nt resources from your own BSL teo\cking
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BRITISH DEAF ASSOCIATION

- Segsion plan:g

How to deliver the

session Plo\n

You are qualified, specialist BSL tutors. Pledse use the session plan to
9uio{e your experience and expertise as you teach BSL in family homes.

The key voco\bulowg and teo\cking/lea\ming activities dre o 9uio{e. Please
extend and expo\noi on these o\ccoro{in9|3 oiePeno{ing on different families.

The BSL lo\ngua\ge booster serves as o reminder to teach importo\nt
Iinguistics to dccompany the BSL signs. Common misconceptions also

support this.
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{ Unit 3 Dail:j Routine ]

Session aims
To use daily routine signs in everyday contest
To sign the activity first followed by timing: soon/later, 5 minutes..

BSL Language Booster
To dccompany dm‘lj routine signs with descript'we timing signs such az ‘5
minutes, soon, later..'
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Key vocabulary

Good morning/afternoon/night, Bed, Sleep, Wake up, Shower, Bath, Brush Teeth,
Wash hands, Get Dresses, Clean, Messy, Play, Tidy Up-.

Teaching and learning activity

Practice your numbers as you describe the timings of your daily routine. For
example: wake up bam, shower 8am, breakfast soon. Extend your signing
narrative linked to other topics, such as, weather, travel/transport, food..

So\

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES AT HOME

B ey
SIGNING WALK AROUND THE HOUSE SMALL WORLD PLAY
As you 4o about your daily routine, narrate the Use toys and objects araund you
dail_ul tasks you do. Take fed.rnin.s walks around to model and role FI"ﬂ d‘irﬂ
the house, Fnlnti ng out diffﬂ'rnt d.vl|!5 routine routine such as ‘wake up. brush
actions. Use role play to model bedtime routine teeth, time to get dresse d.
expectations, Create visual steps of 'now and Introduce timings to accompany
next’ during dﬂus routines. routine signs
Common misconceptions
. Expecialion {o undersiand daily routine signs withou! clarfy of fming

Nat linking dady routine signs with visual objecis'realife scenanos
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GESTURES

Encourage gestures
and pointing to get
the message dckoss.
This forms useful
communication
strategies for families
to use with their deaf
child as and when

necesso\rg.

PEN AND PAPER

You may like to use a
Porto\ble whiteboard
to write down specific
communication

exc l‘\o\nges.
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How will ?\

wit

families?

BSL ORDER

Please be aware of tedching
BSL Order when o{elivering the
sessions, using the topic-
comment structure. However,
families may choose to use signs
to support spoken language. Be
respectful of this whilst
explaining the differences in
BSL and Englisk language

structures.

ou communicate

SPOKEN LANGUAGE

Please be mindful if
you dre speaking while

using BSL. It is useful
to make it clear to
parents when you dre
switcking between BSL
and spoken English

Io\nguo\ges.
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How do we learn?

Research show that we retain SEVEN pieces of new information per tea\cking session (Think
about how many letters in an o\lplxo\bet!)

This does not mean we should onlg teach seven signs per session. |t means we should be

mindful of mandging our teo\cking expectations and o{eliverg o{uring learning.

We can support learning bg creating opportunities to recap and repedt information.

Source: Brown, Peter C. 2014. Make It Stick : the Science of Successful Learning.
Cambridge, Massachusetts :The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press.




Show - Do - Repeat

SHOW |the signs bg o{emonstro\ting the ko\no{ska\Pe, location and movement.

DO the sign o{uring an actlivity with the deaf child where Possi‘ole and/or o{wing o
conversational excko\nge - Moo{elling signs in context is essential to support leo\rning.

REPEAT the sign by encourdging the families to imitate you and practice togetker.




1. Sign it First Provioie the deaf child with the sign for the target word

Provide a visual or 9estum| cue, such as, Pointing to a picture,
printed word or an object. This step ensures the deaf child is

connecting meo\ning to the sign

3. Sign it again Repeat the sign again

You can add fingerspelling as an extra step:

Sign it FingersPell " Point 'Sign it adgain
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Teo\cking WITH Families

Outdated a\PProo\ckes of professional vs families. Research show equal Pa\rtnerskip between
professionals and parents leads to optimal outcomes.

Parents are the experts of their own children. You as the experts of sign language. Bring
this togetker in o o{gno\mic Po\rtnerskip.

Be VesPectful of parents’ choices, views and aims 'og o\cknowleoiging your positionality.
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ka? How? What?

| will be offering to lead a WhatsApp group for BSL tutors as part of the project.
This will be aimed for sko\ring experiences, asking advice and supporting one another.




Positive vibes
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This may be families’ first experience of sign language - make it @ positive dne!
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Email - \Nko\tsAPP -
Video Call

Mhairi Simpson
Mka\iYi.SimPson@'oo{o\.org.uk
07523513236
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The BDA expects all tutors to follow the organisation’s Code of Conduct, which
outlines the standards, Principles, and expectations of their role. This code,
established bg the HR o{epowtment, ensures that behaviour and attitudes o\lign with
the BDA's core values. Tutors are required to sigh an agreement confirming their
adherence to these guio{elines, which dre outlined in the next slide:
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Tutors must comply with the Lone Working Policy to ensure a safe and professional environment o{uring
training. This includes informing Mhairi Simpson of their arrival and departure. Tutors should also download
the 999BSL app for emergencies, and any sdfety concerns must be reporteoi immeo{io\te|3.

For compliance and safety, the BDA will request a copy of edach tutor's DBS certificate to verify eligi'oilitg to

work on the Fa\mily Sign at Home PVOJeCt. /,«/4

A%

' Tutors dare expected to be knowleo{geo\’ole about so\feguo\rding protocols based on their previous onking
experience, particularly Vegowo{ing so\feguo\roiing children and vulnerable adults. However, tutors should not be

left alone with o deaf child o{uring sessions, as these sessions dre o{esigneo{ for the entire family.

‘ |f any inappropriate behaviour is observed o{wing the sessions, it should be VePorteo{ to Mhairi Simpson for
further action.




for tutors

This is the first time that the Family Sign At Home (FSAH) project has been implemented in Engla\noi
and Wales. The BDA want to learn how we can best support families with deaf children, so we have
asked an external researcher to support us in carrying out a project evaluation.
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for tutors

The evaluation will involve collecting data using surveys and interviews with families taking part and some of the
people involved in running the project, including tutors and staff. Parents and carers are asked to consent to
the evaluation when tkey sign up to the project.

The researcher will then o\ndlyse the data

I tkey consent, we will send them: to help us learn:

e One surve 'oefore they start the project e Who joins the Family Signing at Home service,
Y Y ) J Yy >gning

e One survey when they finish the project, and and why
an invitation to interview o What effect the service has on families

* One survey 3-6 months after tkey finish the e What cko\nges migkt be made to the service
project. in future




for tutors

One of the areas the evaluation will look at is how much BSL parents learn, and how this impacts their
communication with their deaf child. However, the purpose of the evaluation is not to assess tutor
performance.

The families you work with may dsk you about the evaluation. It is really important that tkey dnswey dny
survey questions konestlg. Their answers will be danonymous and seen only 'oy the researcher. If a parent or
cdrer asks you for more information about the evaluation, please contact Mhairi. s
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Teo\cking wage

Following the agreement of costs, the tea\cking wage will be at £40.00 per hour incluo{ing preparation of
resources and oieliverg of the sessions.
N
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You will be paid £40 for every session and travelling expenses up to £40. \ -
( ) /
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Tutors are to send their invoices to mhairisimpson@bda.org.uk at the end of the 6th week completing the
family 6-week session and this will be forwarded to the Finance department where the team will then make

arrangements to make payment to your dccount.

@» Mhairi Simpson %
mka\iri.simPson@'oo{o\.org.uk
07526 513236
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